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LHA BOARD APPROVES STATEMENT ON HEALTHCARE REFORM 

 
 

Baton Rouge, December 12, 2008 – The Louisiana Hospital Association (LHA) Board of Trustees approved a 
statement today that the LHA is “supportive of Gov. Jindal’s efforts in healthcare reform and of the initial step of 
submitting the Medicaid waiver to CMS, which is a necessary first step before a more detailed plan may be developed 
that will reform our Medicaid system.” 
 
“The LHA supports implementing strategies to expand healthcare coverage, access and coordination; to provide 
adequate and sustainable funding for providers; to improve quality and outcomes; to protect and enhance graduate 
medical education; and to develop an academic medical center in New Orleans, all of which will be discussed and 
debated over the next several months,” said John Matessino, LHA President and CEO.  
 
In 2006, the LHA approved a board position on healthcare redesign in Louisiana that parallels many of the 
solutions being recommended by the governor’s proposal.  
 
“Now is the time for real reform, and hospitals and physicians want to be a part of the solution. We want all 
patients to have access to quality healthcare and for them to have the ability to be treated close to home in the 
communities where they live. Putting the patient first is what healthcare is all about,” said Bill Holman, FACHE, 
LHA Board Chair.  
 
“After the waiver is approved, there are many important issues relating to reform that need serious consideration 
and input from stakeholders, including hospitals, physicians and the legislature. Some of these issues include 
funding; minimum benefit plan design; new regulatory requirements; payment floors for providers; and 
administrative requirements, such as prompt-pay, network adequacy, and medical necessity review. These are the 
types of issues that will need to be debated and deliberated to create a healthcare reform system that is beneficial to 
the patient,” said Paul Salles, CEO of the Metropolitan Hospital Council of New Orleans. 
 
The LHA will continue to work with Gov. Jindal’s Administration and the Louisiana Legislature on details to 
improve our healthcare delivery system over the coming months. 
 
About the Louisiana Hospital Association  
 
Established in 1926, the Louisiana Hospital Association is a non-profit organization representing more than 180 
hospitals and healthcare provider groups across the state. The mission of the LHA is to support its members through 
advocacy, education and services. For more information, please visit the LHA website at www.lhaonline.org. 
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